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CONTACT: World-CWS Publication Committee
Ram Alagan, 115 Paterson Hall | 915 S. Jackson Street, Montgomery | AL 36104 | USA 

Tel: 334-604-8021 | ralagan@alasu.edu 

Welcome to the Spring 2024/25 2nd edition of the 
World-CWS-Messenger, a digital newsletter from 
the World Center for Women’s Studies. This 
newsletter highlights past and upcoming conference 
events, global issues affecting women and children, 
important gender policy matters, and news about 
our members' academic achievements. It also 
serves as a platform for members to engage in 
discussions on critical gender-related topics. The 
Messenger will include summaries of past 
conferences and information about future events, 
including a call for papers and webinar series. We 
encourage your input and submissions. If your 
ideas align with our annual conference theme, we 
would be happy to share them with the global 
community through the World-CWS Messenger.

World-CWS

Messenger
Digital Newsletter
Bridging Global Voices



In March 2015, during the inaugural Annual World 

Conference on Women’s Studies organized by TIIKM 

in Colombo, Sri Lanka, the World Center for 

Women’s Studies (World-CWS) was founded. This 

organization is dedicated to supporting both men and 

women, as well as women's organizations, by 

offering various services, conducting research, and 

facilitating women’s empowerment on a global scale. 

Furthermore, the World-CWS advocates for gender 

equality worldwide through policy research and the 

development of practical application models. The 

primary objective of the World-CWS is to safeguard 

women's rights and well-being, enhance access to 

education, and promote economic empowerment.

The Center aims to benefit women globally by 

proposing recommendations for policies and action 

plans informed by research, and by facilitating the

exchange of information regarding academic 

empirical research and case study analyses within 

the domain of women’s and gender studies. This is 

accomplished through meticulously designed 

grassroots programs and policies, which have been 

implemented and evaluated for their effectiveness in 

improving the daily lives of women. The findings from 

studies presented at the Annual World Conferences 

on Women’s Studies, which have occurred over the 

past nine years in various international locations, are 

published in peer-reviewed academic journals for 

widespread scholarly access.

Collaborating with scholars from around the world, 

the Center functions as a communication and 

networking conduit for individuals, society, and 

organizations that advocate for gender equality and 

the advancement of women’s empowerment. 

Scholarly interactions and collaborations are further 

enriched through the annual meetings of the 

WORLD-CWS, as well as regional and local 

conferences and seminars. Such interactions among 

scholars from diverse regions and countries enhance 

their collaborative efforts to achieve greater gender 

equality.

Drawing inspiration from Gandhi’s philosophy, the 

World Center for Women’s Studies emphasizes the 

importance of idea exchange, the establishment of 

collaborative networks, and the exploration of new 

research initiatives during its Annual Meetings, which 

are held each year in a different country across the 

globe.

Cordially,

Barbara Wejnert

PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Barbara Wejnert, Ph.D. 
President | World CWS
Professor of Global Gender Studies 

and Environment and Sustainability

University at Buffalo, New York 
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MARIA ANITA STEFANELLI teaches American literature in the 
Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures at 
Università Roma Tre, Italy. Her research concerns eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century American literature, twentieth-century American 
poetry and American drama. She is currently working on Elizabeth 
Vesey and the Bluestocking coterie in Ireland, Britain and America. She 
has published several books, book chapters, and a number of research 
articles with international publishers. Her most recent books are an 
edition of  'Performing Gender and Violence in Contemporary 
Transnational Contexts (2018) and a co-edition of 'Bob Dylan and the 
Arts' (2020).

JASBIR SINGH is a Professor of Economics at the University of 
Jammu in Jammu, India. He serves as the Dean of the Department of 
Economics and has a strong focus on Indian Economy, Gender 
Economics, and Development Economics in both his teaching and 
research. Professor Singh has authored several books, book chapters, 
and research articles covering various aspects of economics, published 
with leading publishers. Currently, he also holds the position of Dean of 
the Faculty of Social Sciences and serves as the Director of the Centre 
for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy at the University 
of Jammu. 

BARBARA WEJNERT is a Professor of Global Gender Studies, and 
Environment and Sustainability at the College of Arts and Sciences, 
University at Buffalo. She is the Founding Chair of the Department of 
Global Gender Studies at the University at Buffalo and a former faculty 
member and the Director of Academic Programs at Cornel University.  
She is the author of ten books and nearly 70 scholarly articles and 
chapters in academic books. Her research concerns are the worldwide 
diffusion of democracy, and the effects of democratization on the well-
being of societies, especially on women and girls. Her teaching 
interests include sociology, gender justice, environmental justice, global 
democracy, and development. 

Prof. Barbara Wejnert 

Prof. Maria Anita Stefanelli

Prof. Jasbir Singh 

MEET THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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IZABELA SKORZYŃSKA is a graduate of Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań, Poland, where she also earned her PhD. She completed post-
doctoral studies at Laval University in Québec, Canada. Throughout her 
career, she has worked as a history teacher, journalist, theater reviewer, 
assistant, and assistant professor. Currently, she is an Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of Historical Studies at Adam Mickiewicz 
University. Additionally, she serves as the Head of the Education Council 
at the School of Humanities at AMU for the term 2020-2024. Her research 
focuses on memory studies, the history of women in Central and Eastern 
Europe, and the didactics of history. She co-hosted the WCWS 
Conference in Warsaw in 2019 with Professor Anna Wachowiak and has 
conducted two sessions at WCWS events, one in India in 2018 and 
another virtually in Buffalo in 2020.

ANUPAMA VOHRA is a Professor of English at the University of Jammu, 
India. She was selected as a Fellow in Residence at the Indian Institute of 
Advanced Study (IIAS) in Shimla from 2012 to 2014. Currently, Professor 
Vohra serves as the Coordinator of the Postgraduate Program at the 
Directorate of Distance Education at the University of Jammu. Additionally, 
she is the Convener of the Publication Cell, where she oversees the 
publication of peer-reviewed journals and the university newsletter. Her 
research interests include gender studies, testimonial literature, conflict 
literature, and regional literature. She has published two books, 
contributed chapters to other books, and written numerous research 
articles for world-renowned publishers.

(DESHABANDU) JEEVA NIRIELLA is a Senior Attorney at Law and a 
Professor, having previously served as the Head of the Department of 
Public and International Law at the Faculty of Law, University of Colombo. 
She is the author of four books, ten book chapters, and nearly fifty 
scholarly articles. Her teaching and research interests encompass gender 
justice, criminal justice, international law, as well as criminal law and 
procedure. Notably, she was the first female board member of both the 
Colombo Stock Exchange in Sri Lanka and the National Authority for the 
Protection of Victims and Witnesses. Currently, she serves as a board 
member for the Office of National Unity and Reconciliation in Sri Lanka. 
Additionally, she is a board member of the Asian Criminological Society, 
the International Society of Criminology, and the Justice Commission of 
the Congress of Nations and States. She also holds the position of Vice 
President of the South Asian Society of Criminology and Victimology.

Prof. Jeeva Niriella 

Prof. Anupama Vohra 

Prof. Izabela Skorzynska

MEET THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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GREETINGS FROM THE
PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

Ram Alagan, Ph.D.

Chair, Publication Committee

Prof. of Geography &

Interim Dir. of W.E.B Du Bois 

Honors Program

Alabama State University 

Montgomery, Alabama

Seela Aladuwaka, Ph.D.

Prof. of Geography

Alabama State University

Montgomery, Alabama

Jasbir Singh, Ph.D. 

Prof. of Economics 

University of Jammu

Jammu J&K, India.

Anupama Vohra, Ph. D. 

Prof. of English 

University of Jammu

Jammu J&K, India.

Barbara Wejnert, Ph.D. 

Prof. of Global Gender 

Studies, and Environment and 

Sustainability,

University at Buffalo, 

Buffalo, New York 

The Publication Committee is proud to announce the 

2024/25 edition of the "World-CWS Messenger" digital 

newsletter. Following the conclusion of the ninth 

international conference in 2023, the Executive Committee 

has put together this second edition to share World-CWS's 

important messages with the international community.  We 

recognize that "The Messenger" will bring together global 

scholars and grassroots communities to engage in critical 

and innovative investigations of global gender issues and 

human rights, as well as to share our findings. Once again, 

the "World-CWS Messenger" will provide a wealth of 

information on women's studies worldwide. 

The publication committee brings you the following news:

• President Column

• Meet the Executive Committee

• Greetings from the Publication Committee 

• World-CWS Perspectives

• 7th Annual World-CWS Conference Recaps

• 8th Annual World-CWS Conference Recaps

• 9th Annual World-CWS Conference Recaps

• World-CWS Webinar Series

• 10th Annual World-CWS Conference Announcement & 

Program 

The Publication Committee believes that "The Messenger" 

will continue to serve as a messenger for enhancing global 

communities' perception of gender issues, enriching 

communication, professional development, scholarly 

discourse, and, most importantly, highlighting our dedication 

and productivity for future generations.

We are so grateful to those who have submitted documents 

to the Messenger. We encourage World-CWS members 

and students to contribute news about their academic 

achievements and plans. We also encourage submissions 

regarding faculty and students' research and conferences 

(published or presented) from cross-disciplines.

WORLD-CWS MESSENGER   05



Ukraine 2023: Between Home, War and Uncertainty
By: Izabela Skórzyńska

By examining the contemporary world of women and girls, we notice the importance of positive 
changes that are taking place in various, often distant, places around the world in terms of equality 
between women and men. However, we also witness violence, aggression, and lack of solidarity and 
responsibility for the fate of millions of people, women and men, girls and boys, who suffer from hunger 
and homelessness, lack of freedom and care, who make a superhuman effort and who experience fear 
for their own and others' health and lives. While investigating, i.e. trying to understand these extremely 
difficult circumstances of people's lives in many places around the world, we once again faced war on 
February 24th, 2022, this time as a result of Russia's attack on Ukraine and the transformation of the 
creeping Russian-Ukrainian conflict, which had been ongoing since 2014, into a full-scale war. In 
February 2022, the world froze in fear of nuclear war, but moved by the fate of Ukrainian victims, mainly 
women, and children, it set out to help on a huge scale. How huge? Given the numerous grassroots 
civic aid initiatives, it does not seem that even the most astute analysts are able to measure it today. 
Meanwhile, what occupies us now, over a year after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, is the long-term 
support of Ukrainians experiencing the protracted war and its destructive power. Unprecedented help 
and disregard for their own financial and organizational capabilities on the part of the people helping 
Ukrainians in the first months after the outbreak of the war gradually began to take on a systemic aid 
framework necessary in the absence of knowing when and how this war will end. According to UNHCR 
data from December 2022, 4.8 million displaced persons from Ukraine were covered by temporary 
protection or similar programs in Europe. 

This means their right to reside in the EU, the right to access the labor market and housing, the right to 
social assistance and health care, and for minors, the right to legal protection and education. Each of 
these persons also has the right to apply for refugee status. However, the system will not replace the 
support and favor of the citizens of the host countries for new arrivals, whose social and economic 
capital can be very diverse and is not necessarily conducive to living in exile, while fear, pain, and 
uncertainty of tomorrow take away the strength to build life anew. That is why it is so important that after 
the huge organizational, financial, and material effort made by citizens, to maintain full openness 
towards Ukrainians. It is worth looking at them through their own eyes, through the eyes of people who, 
fleeing from the war, still do not see its end. Taking the perspective of people experiencing war and 
those who rush to their aid, WCWS is preparing for the Ukrainian session co-hosted in 2023 by the 
Faculty of History at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan (Poland) with the conviction that not only 
knowledge of what its citizens are going through but also actions in their favor are important for our 
Center.

World-CWS 

PERSPECTIVES2
0

2
4

World-CWS: Marching to Promoters of Equality, 

Peace and Sustainable Development
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Women in Dysfunctional Democracies 
By: Ram Alagan and Seela Aladuwaka

          Exactly ten years ago, the World-CWS Scholars convened to discuss the significance of freedom of 
choice, advocacy for global gender equality, the importance of policy-oriented research, and the design of 
practical solutions for women’s empowerment. Over this time, the center has successfully organized nine 
international conferences, a number of webinar series, keynote speaker forums, conference presentations, 
and numerous international publications focused on global gender equality. Despite these accomplishments, 
we still have a long way to go to achieve true gender equality and women’s empowerment, especially in the 
context of dysfunctional democracies and broken political promises around the world. 
          The year 2023 has emerged as a significant setback filled with challenges. Notably, the pre-and post-
2024 U.S. Presidential elections have brought women’s freedom and reproductive rights to the forefront of 
political discourse. Throughout this period, presidential candidates made various commitments aimed at 
safeguarding and advancing these essential rights, underscoring their importance in national discussions. A 
pivotal moment during this electoral cycle was the landmark decision to overrule Roe v. Wade in 2023, 
which intensified scrutiny and debate over women’s issues across the political spectrum. As the elections 
unfolded, expectations grew regarding the influence of political will on the future of women’s rights. The legal 
framework established by Roe v. Wade became a central focus in shaping conversations surrounding 
reproductive rights. However, uncertainty persisted about how effectively discussions on reproductive rights 
could progress to meet and uphold women’s aspirations in the aftermath of the election. The interplay of 
these factors highlights the complex and often contentious relationship between law, politics, and 
fundamental human rights.
          This World-CWS perspective sheds light on the myriad issues women face globally regarding 
reproductive rights, including in the United States. It emphasizes the obstacles women encounter due to 
political, religious, and cultural beliefs while proposing alternatives to navigate these unprecedented 
challenges. Roe v. Wade stands as the U.S. landmark decision on reproductive rights and was the Supreme 
Court case that legalized abortion in the United States in 1973. This 50-year-old ruling has faced ongoing 
challenges from conservative political factions and was ultimately overturned by the Supreme Court. The 
reversal of this landmark decision on women's rights has created significant health disparities across the 
country, affecting millions who seek to protect their autonomy. This change not only restricts reproductive 
rights for many but also jeopardizes their economic stability. Research indicates that individuals denied an 
abortion are more likely to experience poverty and financial distress for years afterward, facing higher rates 
of evictions and bankruptcies. 
          Reproductive rights are fundamental democratic rights, embodying the principles of individual 
autonomy and self-determination. In a democracy, individuals should have the freedom to make decisions 
about their bodies, including whether or not to have children. Unfortunately, many democracies are sliding 
into dysfunction due to authoritarianism, nationalistic sentiments, and conservative religious ideologies. As a 
result, women’s rights to control their bodies are increasingly undermined. It is disheartening to see the 
United States following this trend toward limiting women's reproductive rights.
          In conclusion, the challenges posed by dysfunctional democracies mean that we still have a long way 
to go in our pursuit of gender equality and women’s empowerment.

World-CWS 
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World-CWS: Marching to Promoters of Equality, 

Peace and Sustainable Development
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This is for Anupama Write up
By: Anupama  Vohra

World-CWS: Marching to Promoters of Equality, 

Peace and Sustainable Development

World-CWS 
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7th

7th WORLD-CWS
CONFERENCE  -  RECAPS

Holy Cross College (NAAC ‘A’ Grade), Agartala, India
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World Center for Women’s Studies (World-CWS)
in Collaboration with 

Holy Cross College (NAAC ‘A’ Grade), Agartala, 
Organized 

7th World-CWS Conference 2021-2022
25th March 2022

Conference Theme: Women and Technology 
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Patron of the Conference: 
Prof. Barbara Wejnert Dr. Barbara Wejnert is a Professor in the 
Department of Environment and Sustainability and Department of 
Global Gender Studies (formerly Transnational Studies) and a former 
founding chair of the Global Gender Studies Department at the 
University at Buffalo. She came to the University at Buffalo, SUNY by 
way of the Departments of Development Sociology and Sociology at 
Cornell University. She is an award-winning author of research 
papers specializing in democracy, political sociology, political 
economics, economic sociology, environmental sustainability, and 
gender. Her interdisciplinary, transnational research focuses on the 
worldwide diffusion of democracy, the impact of democracy on 
globalization, and the effects of these changes on environmental 
sustainability and gender equality. She is an author and editor of 14 
books, including Diffusion of Democracy published by Cambridge 
University Press in 2014 (paperback edition in 2016) which received 
nominations for three academic book awards. This book presents an 
innovative assessment of 187 sovereign countries that challenges 
established thinking about the diffusion of democracy over a 200-year 
period. She is the author of nearly 70 peer-reviewed articles in 
professional journals related to democratizing processes and their 
consequences to social policies and societal development. In 2016 
she received the prestigious Inaugural Arlene Kaplan Daniels

Co-Patron of the Conference: 
Dr. Fr. Benny K. John CSC is a life member of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross. The year 1997 he graduated with a Master’s Degree in 
Social Work and engaged in Social Service activities primarily among 
the indigenous people of Tripura. Following his Doctoral studies in 
Social Anthropology, he moved to higher education in 2015 as a full-
time teacher in the Department of Sociology while holding the post of 
Vice Principal currently the Principal of Holy Cross College having 
twelve departments of Arts, Science, BBA, B.Com and B.Ed. He has 
worked in Tripura for eighteen years.
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Organizing Secretary: 

Prof. Jasbir Singh Jasbir Singh, Ph.D., Professor of Economics, 
Department of Economics; Controller of examinations; Dean, Faculty 
of Social Sciences; Director, Centre for Study of Social Exclusion & 
Inclusive Policy; and Head, Department of Philosophy, University of 
Jammu Jammu, J&K, India. He is the Vice-President of the World 
Centre for Women‟s Studies, and is closely associated with youth 
and gender activities and programs. He has numerous research 
papers and books to his credit.

7th WORLD-CWS
CONFERENCE  -  RECAPS

Holy Cross College (NAAC ‘A’ Grade), Agartala, India

Co-Organizing Secretary: 

Dr. Prasanta Chakraborty, a retired Professor, ICFAI University, 
Tripura is actively engaged in research and publication. Before joining 
ICFAI, he worked in Govt. colleges of Tripura for 34 years. He did his 
PhD in Australian literature in 2002. His area of interest covers Indian 
English literature, African literature, British literature, and linguistics. 
He presented papers in a number of International and National 
seminars, chaired some sessions, and was the speaker in two 
plenary sessions. He organized a couple of National seminars, 
published 30 papers in national and International journals, and also in 
chapters of edited books. He co-edited eight books and published 
one book by himself. He coedited a couple of text books for the 
students of Tripura University. Recently he has been working on a 
project on partition literature of Eastern India.
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Conference Theme:
“Gender Equality, Conflict, and 

Humanitarian Crises: Issues and 
Prospects for the Future.” 
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K E Y N O T E  
S P E A K E R

P r o f .  M a r i a  B u c u r



9th Annual Conference
of the World Center for Women’s Studies (World-CWS)

Co-host: Central University of Odisha, Koraput,  Odisha, India

December
7th – 9th 

2023
In-Person 

& 
Online

Conference Sub-Themes:
• Women Nurture the Nature Across the Globe
• Gender and Environmental Movements
• Women and Recent Trends of Environmental Studies
• Women and Sustainable Development
• Gender and Environment in Literature, Film, and 

Theater

Coordinators: 
• Department of Sociology, Central University of Odisha
• World Center for Women’s Studies 

WORLD-CWS
WORLD 
CENTER
FOR WOMEN’S 
STUDIES

Contact:
• Dr. Kapila Khemundu: icwesd@cuo.ac.in 
• Dr. Barbara Wejnert, President of WCWS: 

world.cws@gmail.com
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Conference Theme:
“Women in the 21st Century: Environment and 
Sustainable Development.” 

The role of women in society has evolved from a feudal, patriarchal structure to a 
more flexible, liberal social order based on democratic principles in the twenty-first 
century. As global climate change emerges as a critical issue, there is a growing 
movement toward conserving natural resources and promoting a sustainable 
environment. Slogans such as "Save the Environment" and "Save the Earth" are now 
widely used by academics, researchers, youth, leaders, bureaucrats, and 
environmental activists alike. 

The urgency to protect the environment has become essential due to various threats, 
including population growth, technology, deforestation, infrastructure development, 
war, and migration. The connection between women, the environment, and 
sustainable development has been recognized since the early 1960s, yet this 
discussion has largely remained confined to academic writings in books, journals, 
and newspapers. 

In the early 1980s, policymakers and governments around the world began to 
express concern about the interconnections between environmental issues and 
gender equality. The World Bank highlighted in 1991 that women play a crucial role 
in managing natural resources, including soil, water, forests, agriculture, and energy. 

Within the framework of Women, Environment, and Development, a dialogue 
emerged advocating that improving women’s economic status in developing 
countries requires a focus on these interconnected issues. Challenges such as 
manmade pollution, environmental hazards, waste disposal, and the use of 
pesticides, chemicals, and nuclear waste are significant environmental concerns 
globally. While there is a strong emphasis on women as solution providers for 
environmental issues, there remains a lack of substantial policies aimed at 
empowering women. 
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Please briefly describe the photo and occasion
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Photos by Seela Aladuwaka and Jeeva Niriella
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International Conference on ‘Women in the 21st Century 
Environment and Sustainable Development concludes at CUO
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School of Humanities & Faculty of History
Adam Mickiewicz University Poznań (Poland)

February 19th – 24th 2025
In-Person  &  Online 

Sponsored by:

WORLD-WCS 
WORLD CENTER 
FOR WOMEN’S 
STUDIES8

10th Annual 
Conference

of the World Center for Women’s Studies 

(World-CWS)

“Women and Girls: Promoters of 
Equality, Peace and Sustainable

Development”
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The Publication Committee and the Executive 

Committee of the World Center for Women 

Studies are excited to announce the 

distribution of the second edition (Spring 

2025) of the World-CWS digital newsletter, 

titled the “World-CWS Messenger.” We invite 

submissions for the third edition (Spring 2026) 

that relate to publications in gender studies, 

research accomplishments, conference 

presentations, and creative works.

The 2025 conference will occur both in-person 

and virtually at Adam Mickiewicz University in 

Poznań, Poland. We encourage participation 

and look forward to sharing experiences with 

our global research community. Members of 

World-CWS are welcome to submit research 

perspectives, publications, webinars, and 

discussions on global gender studies for 

consideration in our future volume. Please 

direct your submissions to Ram Alagan, 

Publication Committee, at 

ralagan@alalsu.edu.

Thank you!
We are grateful to all who have contributed to the 7th, 8th, and 

9th annual conference

Our Special Thanks to
Dr. Fr. Benny K. John (Holy Cross College, Agartala, India)

Dr. Prasanta Chakraborty (ICFAI University, Tripura India)

Dr. Claudia-Florentina (Nicolae Lorga Institute of History Romanian 

Academy Bucharest)

Prof. Maria Bucur (Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, USA)

Prof Chakaradhar Tripathi (Central University of Odisha, Koraput, India)

Dr. Kapila Khemundu (Central University of Odisha, Koraput, India)

Dr. Neal Hall (Medical Doctor Surgeon and Poet)

Prof. Sudhi Rajiv (Haridev Joshi University, India)

World-CWS Members
Prof. Maria Anita Stefanelli 

Prof. Jeeva Niriella 

Prof. Izabela Skorzynska 

Prof. Jasbir Singh

Prof. Anupama Vohra

Prof. Barbara Wejnert

Prof. Seela Aladuwaka

Prof.. Ram Alagan

All participants of 2022-2023 (7th, 8th and 9th) World CWS 

Conferences

Thank you,

World-CWS: Publication Committee 

Tell Your STORIES to World-CWS
We will publish it in the next issue of

“Messenger”

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
World-CWS Messenger2
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WG
Women and Girls: Promoters of Equality, 

Peace and Sustainable Development 
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For more update on Word-CWS News, please visit http://world-cws.com/ 
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